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Dear Lions, Lionesses and 
Leos, 
   The holiday season has 
come and gone, but those who 
benefited from the gener-
osity of the Lions throughout 
the district are still thanking 
you for your unselfish service 
within the communities to see 
that they did not go without 
for the holiday.  They thank 
you for the food baskets and 
toys, for playing Santa, for 
ringing the Salvation Army 
bell, for the visits to the 
nursing homes and hospitals, 
and for those who call 
children in the name of Santa 
keeping alive the belief.   
   And, now we are into a 
new year.  Time passes so 
swiftly.  We are half way  
through the Lion Year of  
2006-2007 and there is still 
so much that we want to 
see accomplished in the 
district in the short time 
left. 
   A new year---a time for 
renewal or rebirth, a time to 
rededicate ourselves to 
those things that mean the 

most to use, a time for 
resolutions.  
   Let us all rededicate 
ourselves to the principles of 
Lionism, and our motto "We 
Serve", resolving to better 
serve our communities locally 
and globally. Let us further 
pledge to work together, 
putting aside differences and 
hurts, to see that this is 
accomplished. 
   Happy New Year.  Welcome 
to the Lions Year 2007. 

DG Joyce Maier 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   LCI President Jimmy Ross 
describes the plans for the 29th 
Lions Day with the UN as "bigger 
and better" than ever. 
   This is one of the most 
significant LCI events scheduled 
in early 2007.  It is an event 
that all Lions should experience.  
Lions from all over the world 
attend. 
   Lions Day at the UN is 

scheduled for Friday, 
March 9, 2007 at 

the United 
Nations 
Headquarters in 

NYC.  Check in 
begins at 9AM to 

allow time to pass through 
security.  Security requires that 
all attending be pre-registered. 
   Registrations must be received 
by LCI by February 9, 2007 and 
is limited on a first-come first-
served basis, so register now.  
Take your Leos. 
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  The fee to attend without 
luncheon is $60.00 for Lions  
and $45.00 for Leos/students 
under 18 years of age.   The fee 
to attend and include lunch with 
the UN Ambassadors is $105.00 
for Lions and $90.00 for Leos. 
   There is a special registration 
form available from district 
officers or on the Lions Web 
site at http://www. 
lionsclubs.org/. 

Calendar of Events 
January 2007 National 
Glaucoma Awareness Month 
National Eye Health Care Mo. 
January 29  PDG Meeting-PDG 
Kirk Van Swearingen’s home, 7 
pm 
February 10  District 20-O 
Cabinet Meeting, 9 am, 
breakfast brunch, location – 
Ulster County – postcards to be 
mailed to District Officers/Club 
Presidents with location 
March 9  Lions Day at the UN 
April 21  MD20 Campaign Sight 
First II State-wide Fundraising 
Day 
April 27-29 MD-20 Convention, 
Saratoga Springs, NY 
July 2-6, 2007 LCI Inter-
national Convention, Chicago, IL 

 
VDG 
John’s 
Corner 
Hello 
Lions, 
Lionesses 
and Leos,    

   As we enter 2007 we 
celebrate our 90th year as 
Lions.  Your own local club has 
its Charter Night and 
anniversary celebrations, but 
part of being an international 
organization is that we have a 

larger body to celebrate as 
well.  We need to remember 
what we do as an interna-
tional team and to celebrate 
that as well. 
    Our most recent issue of 
The Lion (January 2007) has 
an important reminder on 
page 15 as well as an 
excellent reminder of our 
history in an article that 
begins on Page 16 and 17.  
Encourage the members of 
your club to read these 
articles and to get in touch 
with their roots and their 
connection. 
    We as Lions want to be the 
best that we can as individual 
Lions and as the clubs in our 
communities serving 
faithfully.  Let's remember 
and let's celebrate in the 
year ahead. 

VDG John 
Sight & Hearing 
What We Do Best 

By SC 
Melanie 
Wargo  

and 
HC 
Brenda 
Blair 

New Year’s Resolutions for 
your Club: 

 Send a donation to 
Campaign Sight First 
II. 

 Host a dinner at 
Guiding Eyes for the 
Blind (Your club 
members can dine 
with a graduating 
class – a great chance 

to hear 
exactly how much our 
donations have made a 
difference to these 
individuals) 

 Invite a speaker from 
your local S&H Group 
to your club to show 
you the Lend-an-Ear 
equipment available.  
Pick a weekend to 
distribute information 
on this program to a 
local senior center. 

 Buy a Peace Poster kit.  
Talk to the art 
teacher now to plan 
for a contest next 
September. 

 Distribute the Camp 
Badger wish list or 
Vacation Camp for the 
Blind wish list to all of 
your club members.  
Set a date to collect 
items from friends and 
families. 

 Send 3 or more 
members to a Zone, 
Region, or Sight & 
Hearing Meeting.  
They will come back to 
the club energized 
with new ideas. 

 Send a donation to 
Campaign Sight First 
II. 

 Send 3 or more 
members to the MD20 
Convention in Saratoga 
Springs.  It’s only 2 
hours away, and they 
will return to the club 
with enthusiasm and 
renewed dedication to 
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Lions ideals. 
 Take inventory of 

your eyeglass 
collection boxes.  
Ensure that they are 
in a bright, clean and 
convenient location.  
They should also be 
labeled with your club 
name, contact 
information, and an 
explanation of what 
we do with the used 
eyeglasses that we 
collect. 

 Contact the local 
hospitals and funeral 
homes to remind 
them that we also 
collect used hearing 
aids.  Even old, over 
the ear, analog 
hearing aids have 
value.  Set a schedule 
to collect them from 
various locations. 

 Re-read the two most 
recent issues of The 
Lion Magazine. These 
contain amazing 
pictures and 
testimonials that 
remind us all why we 
became Lions in the 
first place. 

 Call a couple of Lions 
from your club that 
you have not seen in a 
while.  Offer to drive 
them to the next 
meeting. 

 Smile - it’s 
contagious! 

 
 
 

Glasses and 
Hearing Aides 
Tally 
WHAT HAVE WE 

DONE THIS PAST 
MONTH 

Glasses Collected 
Hudson   200 
Hyde Park  350 
Jeffersonville  180 
Lumberland  72 
Millbrook  80 
Port Jervis  26 
  Sunglasses  14 
Stanford  7 

Hearing Aides Collected 
Hyde Park  5 

Eye Exams Provided 
Hyde Park   2 
Lumberland  2 

Hearing Aides Provided 
Middletown  2 
 

 
Diabetes Awareness 
Eating On The Run 

 
   It seems like everyone is in 
a rush these days.  Going to 
work or school, driving the 
kids to practice, running to a 
meeting or heading off to the 
gym…we can’t slow down.  
While its great to be active, 
busy lifestyles can make it 
difficult to eat healthfully 
especially when you find 
yourself at the nearest fast-
food restaurant eating a 
burger and fries.  Eating 
high-calorie, fatty foods can 
lead to weight gain, raise 
your cholesterol and blood 
pressure and make it harder 
to manage your diabetes.  Is 
it possible to eat on the run 
and still make healthy 

choices? Yes! 
Fast food restaurants are now 
offering many healthy 
options.  
   Suggestions for better 
choices include:  plain 
hamburgers without the 
cheese and special sauces, 
vegetarian burgers, grilled 
chicken or fish sandwiches, 
broiled or roasted chicken 
without the skin, sandwich 
wraps made with turkey, lean 
ham, or roast beef, thin crust 
pizza with vegetable topping 
instead of meat, salad with low 
fat dressings, baked potatoes, 
burrito with roasted 
vegetables or beans or 
chicken, vegetable or 
minestrone soup, low fat milk 
or water, English muffins, 
yogurt, and fresh fruit.  
Lifestyles are about choices, 
when you’re at the counter or 
drive through, think about 
healthy choices rather than 
choosing the poor choices that 
have become a habit.   

Lion Carole Lybolt 
District Diabetes Chair 

 

 

   Make it easy for Emergency 
Room staff to reach your 
family quickly by programming 
the numbers of two emergency 
contacts into your cell phone 
and name the entry ICE. 
   ICE stands for In Case of 
Emergency, and if you are 
seriously hurt, medical staff 
know to check your contacts  

“ICE” Your Cell 
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for ICE entries.   A recent 
study found that 27% of 
mobile owners had heard of 
this, but only a percentage 
had actually done it. 

   We 
Welcome….New 

Lions To Our Clubs… 
Amenia: Daniel Sheehan 
Millbrook: Vern Fish 
Middletown: Teddy Youngs 
Pine Bush: Sandy Cumo 

And, We Say Goodbye 
To Those No Longer 
With Us 

City of Newburgh: Robert 
Burwick 
Kingston: PDG William Stall 
Lumberland: James M. Nolan 
 
Congratulations to 
the Following 
Members Who Have 
Been Recognized Recently 
Amenia: President Jim Devine 
was presented a plaque for the 
club by the Amenia Little League 
for their continued support of 
their teams. 
Chatham: It was a grand event 
when the club’s Lions nominated 
and approved the granting of 5 
Melvin Jones Awards to two 
living and 3 deceased members. 
To Max Bervy who brought in 
the most members over the 
years and Lawrence DuBois for 
his unfailing loyalty and integrity 
in Lion efforts.  Families of the 
deceased will receive awards: 
George Wenk a pioneer in Sight; 
James Miller a former District 
Governor and Richard 
Eigenbrodt former Treasurer, 

loyal member and organizer of 
many events. 
Middletown: Congratulations to 
Al Propeack, new 1st VP and to 
new member Michael Donnelly, 
who is the new club treasurer. 
Rollin Lybolt was presented with 
a 10-year chevron. 
Rhinebeck: David Houlihan 
received the Lion of the Year. 
 
2007: Happy Birthday 
Lions – A Year of Many 
Celebrations 
   Lions will 
celebrate the 90th 
Anniversary of 
the founding of 
Lions Club International…. 
…it is the 50th Anniversary of 
the beginning of Leos…. 
…it is the 20th Anniversary of 
women as Lions…. 
…it is the 20th Anniversary of 
the Peace Poster Contest. 

The Leo’s Paw   

By the Leo Clubs of 
District 20-O 
by Lion Patricia Fontaine, 
Secretary, The Amenia Leo Club 
   The Amenia Leos have met 
twice as a community based club. 
On January 15th, 15-20 students 
from the Kildonan/Maplebrook 
will be inducted as new Leo 
members. The club adopted a 
family of 3 for their first 
activity together. 
 
by Lion Joanne Wilcox, The 
Greenville/Waywayanda Leos 
  The Greenville/Waywayanda 
Leos are working on some new 
things with help from the Lions 

Club to help them 
get back on their feet. 
 
by Lion Diann Mello, The 
Greenwood Lake Leos 
   The Greenwood Lake Leos have 
completed their food drive and 
helped distribute the 
Thanksgiving Baskets at the Food 
Pantry. There are presently 38 
Leos as members. 
 
by PDG Ed Blodgett, The Hyde 
Park Leos 
   The Hyde Park Leo Club 
donated toys and canned goods to 
this year’s Adopt-a-Family by the 
Hyde Park Lions Club. The 
members also made decorations 
that were distributed to the 
clients of the Hyde Park Meals on 
Wheels Program. 
 
by Lion Gale Myers, The 
Jeffersonville Leo Club 
  The club collected 150 coats to 
give to United Way for 
distribution.  
 
by Jack D’Angelo, Advisor, The 
Storm King Leos 
   The Storm King Leo Club as 
sponsored by the New Windsor 
Lions Club held a Bake Sale and 
Toy Drive this past December. 
The Bake Sale allowed the club to 
buy additional toys that were 
added to the multitude of toys 
collected from family and friends 
of the school. 
   All the toys were then delivered 
by club members to the local US 
Marine recruiting station in 
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Newburgh, NY.  

 

The Lioness 
Column  
By the Lioness 

Clubs of District 
20-O  

   The Lioness Club of 
Catskill and the Ellenville 
Lioness will be back in the 
Spring as they gear up for 

their Spring and 
Summer projects. 
They wish everyone 
a safe and healthy 
winter. 

 
Comings & Goings 

Around The District 
By The Secretaries of 

District 20-O As Provided 
in the Monthly Activity 

Reports 
   Amenia Lions were pleased 
with the success of their 300 
Club Dinner Dance with 260 

people in attendance a net of 
$7200 was realized by this 
event. In January the club is 
holdina “Meet The Lions” dinner 
meeting with each present 
telling about their role in the 
club.  
   Chatham Lions donated 
$5,300 to Campaign SightFirst 
II; the club alos donated 34 
turkeys to the local food pantry; 
and $5,300 was awarded in 
scholarships to 8 students for 
the 2006-2007 term. 
   Goshen Lions were successful 
with their December Numbers 
Lottery with a net of $1600. 
   Greenwood Lake Lions held a 
Vet Day at the American Legion; 
the club made a $50 donation to 
the 20-O Youth Band; $500 to 
the Greenwood Lake Food 
Pantry; $800 to the Castle Point 
Veterans; $100 to the Amerian 
Legion for clean up for the Fall 
Dinner Dance; and $1500 
towards the club’s scholarship 
program. 
   Greenville Wawayanda Lions 
were succesful with their vendor 
event held in December; the club 
made up 36 Christmas Food 
Baskets for Minisink Cares. 
   Hudson Lions were honored 
with their poster contest 
winners from the Hudson City 
School District as an early 
January meeting. The club raised 
$275 for the Savlvation Army 
bell ringing in December. 
   Hyde Park Lions sold 460 
wreaths with a net income of 
$1800; the Chrismtas Memory 
Tree brought in $265, The 
Annual Children’s Theatre Party 
had 70 children and families in 
attendance. The club donated 
$1000 to the Hyde Park School 
District toward the purchase of 
a portable defibrillator for the 
bus garage. The club has pledged 

$5,000 over a 5-
year period to Campaing Sight 
First II. 
   Jeffersonville Lions hung 
holiday wreaths in the village in 
time for the annual Holiday 
Parade. The club hosted the 
November Sight & Hearing 
Meeting. 
   Kingston Lions were saddened 
by the loss of PDG William Stall 
who passed away in December. 
PDG Bill was the epitome of 
Lionism and he will be sorely 
missed – our thoughts and prayers 
go out to Helen and her family. 
   Marlboro Milton Lions removed 
the holiday lights in January. 
   Middletown Lions provided eye 
exams and glasses as a part of 
the Lenscrafters Hometown Day. 
Club members participated in the 
Salvation Army Bell Ringing in 
December; they donated to the 
Christmas Party at the Valley 
View Nursing Home; to 
Occupations Creating Hope and to 
Inspire CP Center. The club will 
be sponsoring a Little League 
team; and they are working Thrall 
library to donate large print 
books. Last but not least, the club 
is working with the Recreation 
Dept. to build a picnic shelter. 
    Millbrook Lions held a Senior 
Dinnerin in early December. 
The club’s Memory Tree brought 
in approximately $2400. 
   Millerton Lions awarded their 
Citizen of the Year Honor in 
December. 
   New Paltz Lions will take the 
slow months to sort and package 
the club’s collection of 
approximately 2,000  used 
eyeglasses for transfer to Albany. 
   Northern Columbia Lions are 
looking for a new meeting location 
to hold their Monday evening 
meetings. 
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   Otisvile Lions completed their 
Minisink Cares Project which 
involved members shoping for 
gifts for some Minisink School 
District students. 
   Pine Bush Lions made up 61 
Christmas Baskets for needy 
families. 
   Pleasant Valley Lions held a 
December dinner meeting. 
   Port Jervis Lions completed 
their 50/50 event. 
   Rhinebeck Lions handed out 
Glo Necklaces at the Rhinebeck 
Christmas Parade. Lions visited 
the Ferncliff Nursing Homeon 
Christmas Day. 
   Roe Jan Lions area food 
pantry, 90 second shopping 
spree raffle was a great success.  
The event was held at the 
Hillsdae IGA supermarket in 
August. The proceeds of $1,000 
form the event were presented 
to representatives of the Roe 
Jan Area Food Pantry at the 
club’s December dinner meeting 
at the Hillsdale House. 
Receiving the check from Lions club 
president Fred Lyon and club 
secretary Mary Burntitis are Losi 
Edelman and Betty White. 
  The club made donations of 
$1000 to Camp Badger  as well 
as a contribution of $500 to the 
Roe Jan Little League. The club 
delivered 80 Poinsettia plants to 
elderly area residents which has 
been a customfor a over 30 
years by the club. 
   Stanford Lions gave out hot 
chocolate,toys, cookies to 50 
children at the Christmas Party 
and tree lighting in December; 

the club put together 
christmas baskets for 
the needy in the 
community; and 16 

children were given checks in 
connection with the Toys for 
Tots program. 
    

Upcoming  
Fund Raising Events 

Around The District  
   Amenia Lions will hold their 
Chicken BBQ on August 11th 
during the Community Day in 
Wassaic. 
   City of Newburgh Lions still 
have books for their 2007 Lotto 
fundraiser for anyone who wants 
to purchase them. 
   Goshen Lions are getting 
ready for chocolate 
bunny sales. 
   Greenville 
Waywayanda Lions 
are planning their car 
show. 
   Hudson Lions 
continue selling raffle 
tickets in conjunction with the 
Hudson High School Junior Class 
for this year’s 7th Annual Junior 
Prom on February 10th; the club 
will be selling 50/50 raffle 
tickets along with the class with 
50% of the proceeds to the 
class less some expenses; the 
prizes are $500, $250 and $100 
to be awarded. In the first 6 
years, the club has raised 
approximately $15,000 thru this 
event. 
   Hyde Park Lions 200 Club 
Raffle will begin in January with 

the final drawings to be held 
on May 19th – this is one of 
the major fundraising 
projects for the club.  Over 
the next few months, 
members will be selling 
chocolate Easter Bunnies in 

time for Easter on April 8th; the 
club will once again collect 
donations on May 10, 11 and 12 
for Journey for Sight at local 
stores and the post office. 
   Kingston Lions continue their 
annual Expo Raffle Sales with 
over $2,000 turned in so far and 

member Dorry 
Dabney having sold 1,100 of those 
tickets so far; followed by Alan 
Blocker with 544; Joe Thurin 
with 500 and Dr. Lew 
Neporent with 425. 
   Middletown Lions are 
gearing up selling chocolate 
Easter bunnies. 
   Port Jervis Lions are 
planning chocolate bunny sales. 
   Stanford Lions completed their 
distribution of the 2007 
Birthday/Anniversary Calendars. 
   Town of Ulster Lions continue 
Raffle Sales for the Kingston 
Lions Club Annual Expo.  

 
This Month:  

Volunteerism Can Be 
Rewarding – Get Involved 

By PDG Edward M. Blodgett 
   Since becoming a Lion in 
1964, I have had the pleasure 
to be involved in our primary 
projects of sight conservation, 
restoration and work with the 
blind. The accomplishments 
have been rewarding to those 
served, to our communities, 
district and to me personally. 
Soon after I joined, I was 
asked to represent the Hyde 
Park Lions Club in establishing 
the Dutchess County Lions 
Sight Restoration Program 
which initiated a local eye 
bank as part of the Lions Eye 
Bank in Albany. As a part of 
that activity, I became 
involved in eye banking, lazy 
eye, glaucoma and vision 

The 
PDG’s 
Speak 
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screening, assisting people of 
all ages receive eye exams 
and glasses and/or aids which  
improved vision and mobility.  
   Other activities including 
helping the blind and visually 
impaired with awareness of 
eye disorders, available 
treatments and trans-
portation to and from eye 
doctors and support group 
programs. The collection of 
used eye glasses developed 
into a large pat of my 
involvement. 
   There are times when my 
personal life has been 
affected and there are times 
when I should have said “no”. 
But, if you look at the 
objects of Lionism, you will 
find the words, To Create, 
To Promote, To Take, To 
Unite, To Provide, and To 
Encourage which together all 
ways WE SERVE Lionism. I 
chose Sight; others are 
involved and dedicated to 
Speech and Hearing; and still 
others have committed 
themselves to Youth and Leo 
Club Activities, Diabetes 
Awareness, Drug Awareness, 
Our Youth, Our Seniors, Our 
Less Fortunate, Our 
Handicapped, Our 
Environment and World 
Peace. 

   Volunteerism and 
involvement has its 
drawbacks; it can be time 
consuming, it can be 
expensive, and it can be 
frustrating.  But overall, we 
can make a difference and 
the results can be rewarding 
to both those WE SERVE 
and to those WHO SERVE. 
 
AND NOW OUR  
FEATURED 
CLUB……. 
Cell Phones To Benefit 

Robert Graves 
Students 

By the Town of Esopus 
Lions Club 

   The Town of Esopus Lions 
Club has not been active 
within the community over 
the past few years but that 
is all about to change with a 
new fundraiser to benefit 
graduating students from the 
local elementary school, 
Robert Graves located in the 
hamlet of Port Ewen.  Lion 
Conni Zager, a graduate of 
Robert Graves, has been in 
touch with the school and 
parents of the school will be 
asked to participate in this 
event which will benefit their 
students at no cost to them.   
  The club contacted Pace 

Butler through 
information in the Lion 
Magazine and learned about 
the program that involves the 
collection of inactive cell 
phones with their batteries.  
Upon collection of the phones, 
they are sent to the company 
where they are evaluated and 
monies will be received for the 
phones that are sent. 
   With the dollars received, 
Savings Bonds will be 
purchased which will then be 
awarded to deserving 
graduating 5th graders (so 
that by the time they 
graduate from high school, the 
bonds will have matured).  The 
club will work with the school 
on choosing the students to 
receive the “savings bonds”. 
The monies raised will 
determine the number of 
bonds that are awarded in 
June. 
   In addition to asking the 
parents and teachers to 
donate their unused phones, 
Zumtobel Lighting in Highland 
has given permission for a cell 
phone collection box at their 
facility to benefit the 
fundraiser as well. 
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Who’s Who In 
District 20-O 
DG Joyce Maier (Lion David) 
845-876-6390 
lionjmaier@frontiernet.net 
IPDG Frank Bartolotti  
(Lion Anne) 
845-677-6064 
franksr1@optonline.net 
VDG Rev. John E. Capen  
(Lion Beatrice) 
845-564-0654 
johnecapen@aol.com 
Sight Chair Melanie Wargo 
(PCC John) 
845-473-2807 
mrswargo@yahoo.com  
Hearing Chair Brenda Blair 
(PDG Ted) 
845-856-1638 
Fax: 845-858-9231 
lionbblair@yahoo.com 
Cabinet Treasurer Bruce B.  
Rohner (Cathy) 
845-477-2725 
bcrohner@verizon.net 
Cabinet Secretary Dina Zager 
(PDG Ted) 
845-339-1738 
zagerd@aol.com 
 

 
Lion Dina Zager, Editor 
District 20-O Newsletter 
PO Box 430 
Port Ewen, NY 12466 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tid-Bits 
From Your    

Newsletter  
Editor 
 Calling All PDG’s….. 
You may have noticed the new 
feature for PDG’s in the State 
Magazine…this is your 
opportunity to share any news 
with your fellow Lions, Lioness’, 
Leos. Provide news of “new” 
grandchildren, a promotion, a 
retirement, a marriage, etc. and 
it will be included in the PDG 
News section of the State 
Magazine.  Articles for the April 
issue are due into me no later 
than February 28th . 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Guess The Mileage  
of the 

Gallivanting Governor 
   
 Into the home stretch….and 6 months 
to go 2,789, 5,621 , 7,388 …… 
9,200….12,000 so what is it going to 
be….how many miles do you think the 
Gallivanting Governor has done…. Did 
you make your guess yet….did you 
purchase your raffle ticket from DG 
Joyce when you saw her?  The 
proceeds will benefit Camp Badger and 
the New York State Bermuda 
Foundation. 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


