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Dear Lions, Lionesses and 
Leos, 
   As you may be aware, LCIF 
has awarded the $200,000 
Core 4 Grant requested by 
NYS for the amblyopia 
screening program for 
preschoolers.  The program 
has been named Lions SEE 
with SEE being an acronym 
for Screening Eyes Early.   
   I have served on the 
feasibility study committee 
for 2 years, so it is a great 
relief to know that our 
efforts were not in 
vain.  Please understand that 
while this is a NYS multiple-
wide project, it is not an 
MD20 approved project.  The 
two MD20 approved projects 
are Camp Badger and The 
NYS & Bermuda Foundation. 
   As a refresher, LCIF had 
determined that they would 
no longer give grants to 
individual clubs or districts 
for the amblyopia screening 
program and indicated 
that consideration would only 
be given to requests from 
a multiple.   

   At present there are 8 
districts who will 
participate.  Two others may 
come on board in the future, 
and the remaining two have 
opted to not participate since 
they already have a program 
in place.  As a matter of fact, 
District 20-0 is the 
only district that does not 
already have cameras and not 
doing screenings. 
   A lot of interest in 
participating was expressed 
during my presentations to 
the County Sight and Hearing 
Committees and to individual 
clubs.    One county 
committee has money set 
aside ready to participate, as 
well as a few clubs.   
   An example of the 
breakdown for clubs to 
participate is as follows but 
is not final--just an 
example:   This was a 
matching grant with the 
match at $66,000.   If 8 
districts are participating 
divide the $66,000 by 
8=$8250 that a district 
would be responsible for 
putting into the fund.    If 10 
clubs within the district sign 
up to participate, the club's 
portion would be $825.00.  
This is payable over the 
three (3) years of the grant. 
   It is expected that 20-0 
would receive two (2) 
cameras to be shared.  The 
logistics of where to place 
the cameras would have to be 
worked out according to 
where the most screenings 

would be done.  Obviously, the 
equipment will have to be 
moved around the district.  
   I am not available for 
visitations for this program 
until after International 
Convention the first week of  
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July.  It is imperative, 
however, that I be advised as 
soon as possible if your club 
or Sight Committee is making 
the commitment to 
participate in the program. 
   The Board of Directors will 
be made up of two represent-
atives from each partici-
pating district.  I am seeking 
someone to serve as the 
second member of the board 
at the multiple level--
someone who will be 
committed to the program 
and will attend the meetings 
regularly.  Initially, there is 
much to be done.    A C&B 
and policies must be written, 
incorporation and 501C 
applied for, as well as 
committees working on 
Budget and Finance, Fund 
Raising, training, etc.    This 
is a program that cannot be 
run like a Lions function, but 
must be managed and run like 
a business at the Board level. 
   A Team Leader is needed 
from each County Sight 
Committee and each club 
participating should have a 
team of at least 3 committed 
members.   
   I have been elected to 
serve a two year term as 
Chairman of the Board.  This 
was unsought and 
unexpected, but is an honor 
and a privilege.  I look 
forward to providing 
continued Lionistic serve in 
this capacity. 
   We Serve, 

DG Joyce Maier 
 

Calendar of Events 
June 2 Lions Work 
Day at VCB   
June 11 District 
Training – 7:00 pm, 

Rochdale Fire House, 
Poughkeepsie – all Zone Chair, 
President and Secretary are 
invited to attend 
June 13  District Training – 
7:00 pm, Blue Cross Blue Shield, 
Middletown Crystal Run – all 
Zone Chair, President and 
Secretary are invited to attend 
June 16 DG Joyce's Testimonial 
Dinner, Beekman Arms, 
Rhinebeck 
July 2-6, 2007 LCI Inter-
national Convention, Chicago, IL 
August 5 Lions Family Day at 
VCB  
October 11 World Sight Day 

 

VDG John’s 
Corner 
Hello Lions, 
Lionesses and 
Leos,    
   As we 

approach the beginning of our 
new Lions Year on July first 
it is time to start thinking of 
training. 
   We are scheduling two 
locations for training 
workshops this year for club 
presidents and secretaries.  
They will be held at the 
Rochdale Firehouse on Rt. 44 
in the Poughkeepsie area on 
June 11 and at the Empire 
Blue Cross Blue Shield 
Conference Room in the 
Middletown Area on June 13.  
Both events are at 7:00 p.m. 
Zone Chairs are also 
expected to attend as this 

will be a 
threefold training session.  
Our MERL Team has been 
working diligently to have this 
high quality informative 
event.  Please let's try to have 
two representatives from 
every club. 
   It's still not too late to plan 
to attend the International 
Convention in Chicago.  We 
need to show our support for 
Al Brandel as he moves up 
from 2nd to 1st Vice 
President.  If you have any 
flexibility in your schedule you 
should put this on your list of 
things to do.  It is 
educational, exciting, and fun.  
Give yourself a treat. 
   I wish to thank all the clubs 
that have turned in their 
PU101's.  We need them all 
before we can print the new 
District Directory. 
   I am looking forward to an 
exciting 100% year with all 
the clubs of District 20-O.  
Keep up the good work. 
Yours in Lions, VDG John 

During International VP Mahendra 
Amarasuriya's visit to NYC.  Four of 
his people (DG's for his year as 
president) were at a small gathering 
that he hosted at the Essex House on 
Monday, April 23.  Shown above are (l 
to r) VDGE John, Joyce Cochran (K1), 
IP Mahendra, Aurora Ocampo (R2), 
Camilla 
Wier (K2).  
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Sight & 
Hearing What 

We Do Best 
By SC Melanie Wargo  

and 
HC John Wells 

   Thank you to all those clubs 
that sent in Annual Sight 
Activity Summaries. The Lions 
of District 20-O do an amazing 
amount of work in the field of 
sight conservation, and I would 
like to share some figures with 
you from the reports received 
so far: 

 15 clubs have pledged a 
total of $40,000+ to 
Campaign Sight First II 

 11 Clubs (Amenia, 
Jeffersonville, 
Kerhonkson, LaGrange, 
Marlboro/Milton, 
Millbrook, Millerton, 
Nine Partners, Rip Van 
Winkle, T/Dover and 
T/Highland) collected a 
total of 5,725 pairs of 
eyeglasses 

 8 clubs (Jeffersonville, 
Kerhonkson, LaGrange, 
Marlboro/Milton, Rip 
Van Winkle, T/Dover 
and T/Highland) 
provided or made 
arrangements for eye 
exams for 34 people 
who had no other means 
of receiving exams 
and/or needed 
eyeglasses 

 11 clubs (Amenia, 
Jeffersonville, 
Kerhonkson, LaGrange, 
Marlboro/Milton, 
Millbrook, Millerton, 
Nine Partners, Rip Van 
Winkle, Stanford and 
T/Dover) reported 
donating a total of 

almost $10,000 to local 
organizations including 
the Lions Eye Institute 
at Albany, Guiding Eyes 
for the Blind, 
Lighthouse 
International, Vacation 
Camp for the Blind, 
Juvenile Diabetes 
Research Foundation, 
and local libraries and 
camperships/scholar-
ships. 

   Many clubs also manned 
booths at fairs to distribute 
information on programs 
related to low vision and 
vision loss. 
   Our local communities 
benefit from the presence 
of an active Lions Club. 
Please share these 
impressive numbers with a 
friend, and invite them to 
join you at your next club 
meeting or activity. Thank 
you for all your commitment 
to Lionism and Sight Conser- 
vation Activities. 

  SC Melanie Wargo 
 
Greetings, Lions: 
   It has been yet another busy 
month for me in Lionism. I 
attended the State Convention 
in Saratoga Springs this past 
month. It was a very interesting 
three days. I enjoyed the 
seminars that were presented. I 
would recommend to you to 
attend next year which will be in 
Niagara Falls, NY in the 
beginning of May. 
   This year our District’s 
hospitality room was excellent! 
We had ice cream floats that 
were out of this world and 
karaoke that people kept coming 
out of the woodwork. I think the 
Wargo’s have some pictures that 

could be worth 
something some day!!  
   I would like to congratulate our 
DGE John Capen and VDGE 
Melanie Wargo.  I can’t believe 
the year is soon coming to an end. 
   I’m looking for Lions who will be 
able to help do seminars for us 
this coming November at our 
District Convention. If you would 
like to help, please email me at 
jpwells@ptd.net Thank you in 
advance for your consideration. 
   I would like to wish you a happy 
Memorial Day and safe one. 
          HC John Wells 

Glasses and 
Hearing Aides 
Tally 

WHAT HAVE 
WE DONE THIS PAST 

MONTH 
Glasses Collected 

Goshen   157 
Hudson   200 
Hyde Park  575 
Livingston Manor  10 
Lumberland  8 
Middletown  433 
Millbrook  87 
Millerton  100 
Port Jervis  27 
 Sunglasses 17 
Stanford  35 

Hearing Aides Collected 
Goshen   2 
Hyde Park  4 

Eye Exams Provided 
Hyde Park  2 

Hearing Aides Provided 
None reported 
 
CAMPAIGN SIGHT FIRST 

II UPDATE 
   LCI Report as of April 30th 
Chatham $5,300 pd 
Germantown $200 pd 
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Goshen  $1,000 pd 
Highland $100 pd 
Hyde Park $5,600 pledge 
    $1,600 pd 
Jeffersonville $500 pd 
Lagrange $15,000 pledge 
     $7,227.69 pd 
Middletown $1,500 pd 
Nine Partners $1,200 pd 
Pleasant Valley $4,000 pd 
Stanford $1,000 pledge 
    $200 pd 
T/Dover  $1,000 pd 
T/Wallkill-MO $6,000 pledge 
    $500 pd 
Wallkill  $100 pd 
Warwick $450 pd 
   The money pledged so far 
from our District will save or 
restore vision for almost 7,200 
people! Don’t wait any longer to 
send in your pledge and join this 
International Campaign! 

We Welcome….New 
Lions To Our Clubs… 

Amenia: Lee Bates 
Goshen: Lorraine Kouvatsos 
Kingston: Betsy Smailer 
Livingston Manor: Dot 
McNamee, Dan McNamee 
Middletown: Dave Vernooy 
(transferred back) 
New Paltz: Roy Williams 
Pine Bush: Shannon Rose 
Stanford: Danielle 
Sundberg, Charles Sundberg 
Tri-Valley: 2 new members 
(names not provided) 
 
 And We Say 
Goodbye To 
Those No 
Longer With 
Us….. 
Port Jervis: E. Arthur Gray 
 

Congratulations to the 
Following Members Who 
Have Been Recognized 

Recently 
   Amenia:  
Congratulations to Pam 
Bullymont and Lori 

Hale who were awarded 
Certificates of Appreciation by 
DG Joyce Maier during her 
recent visitation to the club.  
PDG/RC Wilfred Roehe was 
presented with International 
President Certificate from Lions 
International President Jimmy 
Ross at the NYS Bermuda 
Convention. Dave McMillan 
(Nascar Dave) has been chosen 
as the 2007 recipient of the 
Citizen of the Year. 
   City of Newburgh:  
Congratulations to El Carhart, 
Milton Ritter and Robert Alicky 
who were awarded Certificates 
of Appreciation by DG Joyce 
Maier during her recent 
visitation to the club. 
   Goshen:  Manny Pardo was 
elected as a Trustee for the 
MD-20 Lions Foundation at the 
MD20 State Convention. 
   Hyde Park: 100% attendance 
awards to Cindy Davis, Ray Davis, 
Beth Oltz and Patti Schramm. 
   Kingston: Congratulations to 
Walter Maxwell and George 
Svirsky who were awarded 
Certificates of Appreciation by 
DG Joyce Maier during her 
recent visitation to the club. 
   LaGrange: At the club’s 40th 
Annual Charter Nite, Melvin 
Jones Awards were presented to 
Michael Graham, George Kieley 
and William Hubbard. 
   Tri-Valley: Congratulations 
to John Clark and Frances Fuller 
who were awarded Certificates 
of Appreciation by DG Joyce 
Maier during her recent 
visitation to the club. 

   Town of Esopus:  
CS Dina Zager was presented with 
the Lions International 
Leadership Medal at the NYS-
Bermuda Convention in Saratoga 
Springs in April. The Medal was 
presented by PP KJ and PID 
Robert Klein. 
   Town of Wallkill-Mid Orange: 
RC Dave Bechtle was awarded the 
MD-20 PDG Award from District 
20-O at the NYS Convention in 
Saratoga Springs. 

The Leo’s Paw   

By the Leo Clubs of 
District 20-O 
 
by Greenville Wawayanda Leo 
Club 

 The Greenville 
Wawayanda 

Leos are working on 
a carnival. 

by PDG Ed Blodgett, The 
Hyde Park Leo Club 
   The Hyde Park Leos 
made a donation of 
$100 to the UN 
Refugee fund. The 
club is planning a bake ale and 
car wash in June. They are 
planning to collect cell phones 
and make a donation to 
Dutchess Outreach. 
by Lion Bill 
Hubbard, The 
Arlington Leo 
Club 
   The 
Lagrange Lions 
held a joint meeting with the 
Arlington High School Leo Club  
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for the installation of their 
officers and new members. 
The Lioness 
Column  
By the Lioness 

Clubs of 
District 20-O  

There were no reports from 
the Lionness’ this month. 

 
Comings & Goings 

Around The District 
By The Secretaries of 

District 20-O As Provided 
in the Monthly Activity 

Reports 
   Amenia Lions held an Adopt-a-
Highway Clean up in late April at 
the Amenia Ballpark. The club’s 
installation dinner is set for 
June 16th at Copperfields. 
   City of Newburgh Lions have 
planned their installation of 
officers at CB Driscoll’s on June 
15th. 
   Greenville Wawayanda Lions 
will hold their re-dedication 
dinner at Greenville Inn on June 
19th; June 21st the members will 
put up a dance floor at the high 
school and June 22nd will be 
project graduation at the high 
school. 
   Greenwood Lake Lions made 
donations to Boy Scout Troop 
121, the Alcohol & Drug Abuse 
Council, Visions, Village Project 
for Trophies and a friend in 
need with cancer. 
   Hudson Lions 6th Annual Blood 
Drive resulted in 59 units of 
blood which will save up to 147 
lives. The club made a donation 
to the church for allowing the 
club to use their space. On June 
27th, the club will hold a 
Recognition Dinner in lieu of an 

installation dinner as the 
officers remain the same. 
   Hyde Park Lions donated 
$1,000 to the Poughkeepsie 
Children Home. Bunny sales 
netted $475 to the club. 
   Kingston Lions report 
approximately $33,000 was 
rasied from their Annual Expo.  
Members will march in the 
Memorial Day Parades on May 
28th. The club will hold a multi-
club Installation Dinner at 
LaMirage on June 1st at 6 pm 
with DG Joyce and VDG John 
doing the honors. 
   LaGrange Lions sponsored the 
39th Annual Achievement Night 
honoring 44 graduating seniors 
from Arlington High School for 
accomplishments in academics, 
sports and extracurriculr 
activities. In conjuction with the 
Pleasant Valley Lions, the club 
contributed $3,500 to the 
Center for Prevention of Child 
Abuse from funds raised by the 
two clubs joint annual bowlathon. 
The club sponsored 11 students 
from Arlington High School for 
Lions Day at the UN. 
   Livingston Manor Lions 
participated in a Strides 
Walkathon in April and sold 4 
cases of Easter bunnies. 
   Lumberland Lions continue 
their plans for the Annual 
Anniversary Dinner on 
September 8th at the Eldred 
Preserve.  The club donated 3 
baby car seats to Secours 
Hospital and another 3 were 
donated to CRMC. 
   Marlboro-Milton Lions held 
their Golf Tournament on May 
21st. 
   Middletown Lions were 
honored with a Mayoral 
Proclamation recognizing and 
commending the cub for their 70 
years of service to the 

community. The 
club made donations to the NYS 
Troopers Fund for camperships 
for at-risk children; Heart Walk; 
Relay for Life; funds for a local 
deaf child to attend a special 
camp for the hearing impaired; 
and the Middletown Faith in 
Action group.  The club held a 
pancake breakfast and bake sale 
in early May.  The club will hold 
their Installation Dinner on June 
12th at the Eagles Nest. 
   Millerton Lions held a semi-
annual clean-up in April. 
   Millbrook Lions will participate 
with Memorial Day events on May 
31st in their town. Bunny sales 
netted the club $780. 
   New Paltz Lions will hold their 
Installation Dinner on June 13th at 
a luncheon at Diesings 
Bakery/Restaurant in Kingston at 
noon time. The club made a 
donation to Northeast Sight 
Society for their golf 
tournament; a donation to Camp 
Badger and a gift to the Kingston 
Lions Foudnation in memory of 
PDG Bill Stall who was 
instrumental in the founding of 
the New Paltz Club in 1955. 
   Northern Columbia Lions will 
hold their Installation Dinner on 
June 18th at the Carolina House 
with DG Joyce doing the honors. 
   Pine Bush Lions will hold their 
Installation Dinner in June. 
   Pleasant Valley Lions co-
sponsored Arlington High School 
Student Achievement Night with 
the LaGrange Lions Club with 
dinner and awards for students 
and their parents. 
   Rhinebeck Lions held their 
Journey for Sight in early May. 
The Club’s 20 week club dinner 
dance had a big turnout. 
   Stanford Lions held a Roadside 
Clean Up of Bulls Head Road in 
early May. 




