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A note from the District Governor...  

Welcome to our newest club in District 20-O, the 

Washingtonville Lions Club.  The clubôs charter was 

approved  by the Lions Clubs International Board of 

Directors on June 24th, and we are looking forward 

to a Charter Night Celebration and Installation of 

Members and Officers in August. 

At the International Convention in Bangkok, 

Thailand, almost 200 Lions from New York State 

had the opportunity to watch our friend, Lion Al 

Brandel from Melville, Long Island, accept the oath 

of office as the International President of our 

association.  We know that Al and his wife, Dr. 

Maureen Murphy, will have an amazing year as they 

travel throughout the world spreading good will 

through Lionism. 

 

President Al stressed in various venues throughout 

the week that the most important Lion in our 

organization is you, the individual Lion.  You are 

the one that makes miracles happen.  From the new 

pair of glasses for a school-age child, to the food 

baskets for a hungry family, to the scholarships for 

deserving or needy students, to the cataract operation 

that lets a parent see a child for the first time, to the 

guide dog that gives independence to a visually 

impaired neighbor, and so much more.  Individual 

Lions all around the community are everyday heroes.  

Why not invite a friend along on your next Lions 

service event, and they too will see how Lions 

perform miracles through service. 

...Show you care, but make it fun!  

Lions Clubs International Convention Bangkok, Thailand 



 

 

 

 

Lighthouse International Responds To US Court 

Of Appeals Decision To Make Dollar Bill         

Recognizable To Blind People 
 

Organization Has Been a Leader in Print Accessibility for Decades 

New York, May 20, 2008 -- Lighthouse International, a leader and 

pioneer in the treatment of people with vision loss, applauds the U.S. 

Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia Circuit Court decision 

that keeping U.S currency the same size and texture violates the  

Rehabilitation Act, which prohibits discrimination on the basis of  

disability. 

Lighthouse International has been a leader in print, online and   

building accessibility for visually-impaired people for decades, and in 

1998 was instrumental in getting the larger number placed on the 

$50 dollar bill. 

According to Dr. Tara A. Cortes, RN, PhD, CEO and President of Light-

house International, "Our currency does discriminate and it needs to 

be changed. Most of the currencies of the world are different sizes as 

well as color for those who have some color vision. Many countries 

also include Braille on their bills. The only way for blind and visually-

impaired people in this country to distinguish different denomina-

tions is to fold the bills differently. This can lead to many problems 

and blind people must rely on a vendors' honesty. Furthermore, as 

baby boomers get older and diseases like diabetes and macular   

degeneration increase dramatically, millions more will be affected by 

vision loss. Changing U.S. currency is long overdue and is the right 

step to take." 

Founded in 1905, Lighthouse International is a leading non-profit 

organization that helps people of all ages who are at risk for, or are 

experiencing, vision loss. Through services, education, research and 

advocacy, the Lighthouse enables people with low vision and blind-

ness enjoy safe, independent and productive lives. For more informa-

tion about vision loss, its causes and what you can do about it      

contact Lighthouse International at 1-800-829-0500.    For more 

information about the Lighthouse, visit www.lighthouse.org. 
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Harlem Valley Region 

Zone 1: Chatham Hudson 

 Germantown Northern Columbia 

Zone 2: Amenia Pine Plains 

 Millbrook Stanford 

  Millerton Town of Dover 

Great Mountain Region 

Zone 1: Catskill Rip Van Winkle 

 Catskill Lioness Saugerties 

 Onteora  

Zone 2: Hurley Town of Esopus 

 Kingston Town of Ulster 

  Rondout Valley   

Historic Dutchess Region 

Zone 1: Hyde Park Pleasant Valley 

 LaGrange Rhinebeck 

 Nine Partners  

Zone 2: Beacon Pawling 

  Town of Poughkeepsie 

Crossroads Region 

Zone 1: Greenville/Wawayanda Town of Deerpark 

 Middletown Town of Montgomery 

 Otisville Town of Wallkill/MO 

 Port Jervis  

Zone 2: Florida Pine Bush 

 Goshen Warwick 

  Greenwood Lake   

Apple Region 

Zone 1: Highland New Paltz 

 Kerhonkson Wallkill  

 Marlboro-Milton  

Zone 2: Cornwall Newburgh 

 Monroe Town of Woodbury 

  New Windsor Washingtonville 

Catskill Park Region 

Zone 1: Bethel Mamakating Lioness 

 Lumberland Town of Highland 

 Mamakating Tusten 

Zone 2: Jeffersonville Town of Fallsburg 

 Liberty Tri-Valley 

  Livingston Manor   

Lions SEE Training July 12th 

http://www.lighthouse.org/

